
City of Vale 
City Council Minutes 

August 9, 2016 
 

I.    Call to Order Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor McLaughlin 
Councilors: Cw Jacobs, Cm Williams, Cm Johnson, Cm Bixby, Cw Zanotelli, CM Findley and 
City Attorney Sullivan were present.  
 
II      Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor McLaughlin 
 
III   Corrections or Additions to the Agenda 
Mayor McLaughlin inquired about corrections or additions to the Agenda.Cw Zanotelli 
motioned to accept the agenda as written, Cw Jacobs seconded the motion.  
 

IV Approval of Minutes of July 26, 2016.  
Cw Jacobs motioned to approve the Minutes of July 26, 2016 as written. Cw Zanotelli 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
V. Payment of bills.  
Check number 48486 through 48551 for a total of $125,874.84. ACH Payments totaling 
$12,745.52 for a grand total of $138,620.36. Cw Zanotelli motioned to pay the bills in the 
amount of $138,620.36. Cm Bixby seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously by 
the Council. 
  
VI   Reports & Council Action on Reports. 

A. City Manager-written report submitted by Lynn Findley. 
1. Upcoming Mayor and Council Vacancies published within the Malheur Enterprise. 

Candidate packets are available in City Hall 
2. Rhinehart Transmission Line Contract for Construction is open for bids with formal bid 

opening August 11 at 2:00 pm, Pre-Bid Conference  was held August 4 with several 
contractors in attendance 

3. Swimming Pool to reduce hours and days of operation on August 18th as school begins. 
Hand out attached 

4. Auditors will be in the Office August 10th and 11th  
5. Chamber of Commerce lunch Thursday July 25 at noon, speaker will be Tom Hathaway 

from Pioneer Place 
6. Pioneer Place will be holding their Health Fair August 20 from 10-2pm 
7. Oregon Health Authority Water System Review completed on July 28, all components of 

our Water System are in compliance with current regulations, we expect a favorable report 
8. Anderson Perry and Associates are reviewing a proposed sewer line connecting a lot within 

the UGB to our Sewer System. Once technical specs are completed we will develop an 
agreement to establish service. This parcel is not eligible for a septic tank and must utilize 
city services per DEQ. 

9. BLM has rented the park and fire hall to support fires. 
 

B. Public Works-  Meeting was held with Cm Johnson reporting- First topic was 
discussing a couple different options of street repairs, there is two different options 
that are widely different in cost. The first option is Court and Bryant need repairs 
from A to Washington. The second option is  B Street, between Court and 
Longfellow to Bryant . The first option is $17,000 to do just Court and Bryant. The 



second option would be $45,000. Blade overlay on top is also an option but  would 
be five year fix, with the help of the county would be $7,000 but more expensive in 
the long run. Second topic of discussion was that the Sewer from B Street to I, 
between West St and West Main street is in bad shape, we are looking at replacing 
it in sections. Public Works Committee is working on some different options, and 
DEQ has to do some approvals.  

C. Beautification Committee- no new applications 
D. Airport Committee- no meeting was held 
E. Parks & Recreation- meeting was held with Cw Jacobs reporting- Discussed the 

new pool hours that will be reduced starting the 18th. Another topic was that there is 
problems with pool vacuum that need to be addressed. The leak that has been 
problematic in the past has been reduced but is still leaking. We have plans to repair 
the leak, it is not as much as far as gallons wise as it has been. The pool liner needs 
some repair and that company will come over and  take care of it. Also discussed 
the possible need to increase pool rates due to increase minimum wage. The online  
reservation system  for the Park Canopies and Library Room is working well and 
going smoothly. The Eagle Scout project that Noah Carlson did and landscaped 
north wall of the Pool is complete and looks really nice. The last topic was about 
the A Street and Washington Street Trees, someone suggested story in Enterprise to 
get input from Community about the trees and what they would like to see done 
with them, along with a public meeting.  

F. EMS Committee- Meeting was held with Cm Williams reporting- Ambulance had 
38 runs in July, biggest change down nursing home numbers. All of the Drivers 
have completed all current EBOC driving coarse, and have  Re-evaluated response 
mode. Tenders will not run lights and sirens while going to fire, unless active 
structure involvement.. Fire department had six City fire calls, 1 grass 2 motor 
vehicle 1 medical. Rural 10 for July  3 range 1 car 1 house.  

G.  Library Board – no meeting was held  
 
 

VII     Public Comments/Presentations 
 
VIII   Old Business 

Water System Improvement Update- Rhinehart transmission line bids close Thursday at 
2:00 PM. Potential bidders will go online to Anderson Perry and register and then 
download the documents, 14 Companies have downloaded the plans. The pipe that goes 
under the river can either be  C900 pipe that is fused(has a wider capacity) or  HDPE  
pipe. We have  amended the contract so that they can accept either of those two pipes. 
Design on remaining Water System Improvement component is 35% complete. We are 
ahead of schedule on that component, and on track to have this on the same  schedule 
that this started as.  

 
IX      New Business 

1. Statewide Transportation Package Support-Rep. Bentz the focal point of the 
next Legislative session will perhaps be a  big Transportation Package. The 
2017 Legislature is going around the state and getting input on what people 
would like to see in the package. He anticipates gas tax increase, title and 
registration increase, its important to get people involved so that they will 
support the package.  Last Transportation Package in 2009 was passed with 
13 million being spent in Malheur County. The question is do we support 



those increases in order to get money for our roads. If  there is a gas tax 
increase  50%  will go to to the State and 30% to the County and 20% to the 
City. There is uncertainty in how large the increase will be at this time. One 
big thing they are looking at doing is putting in a  Transload Facility in 
Nyssa which will cost about  23 million, if the package doesn’t  pass the 
Transload will probably not go in. A couple other things that are possible is 
Solar excellence, and the possible change that the additional tax revenue 
will be distributed via road miles and not existing formula, TVCC micro 
irrigation, and healthcare situation between here and Boise. If the package 
passes there will be an increase to the Small City Allotment program. IP 28 
Gross receipt tax, if that passes 200 mil a year will go to ODOT instead of 
Cities, and will still raise gas tax. Failure of IP 28 will cause the State to be  
1.5 billion short, so not a lot of room  for Small City Allotment increases.  
One question from the Council was how a rate increase will compete with 
people driving to Idaho to get gas, Idaho gas tax is already 3 or 4 cents 
higher than Oregon. Oil prices are really cheap and we should be using that 
inexpensive money right now. Rep Bentz was in Richland, WA at a 
conference on energy, the amount of natural gas is unlimited, which will 
keep low fuel prices for a long time. Another Council Member asked if  
legislature passes we will receive the 20% to the City. That is correct but a 
portion of the 50% that goes to the state can also come back to us as Special 
Programs, such as the Transload Facility. If your car gets 21 miles to the 
gallon your paying about a penny a mile in tax as of right now. After 
discussion the Council agreed to support a moderate Legislative 
Transportation Package that would raise additional revenue to be 
returned to the cities for transportation system repair and improvements. 
CM Findley was directed to provide a letter of support to Representative 
Bentz for a Transportation Package that will provide assistance to the City 
for transportation system repair and improvements. 

  
2. Special City Council Meeting for August 16- Reviewing and accept bids  

Cm Bixby motioned to meet for a Special City Council Meeting August 
16th, 2016 at 7:00 PM, Cw Jacobs seconded the motion.   

 
X       Other Matters 
 
 
XI      Executive Session …No…Pursuant to ORS 192.660 (2) () 

  
XII    Adjourn to Tuesday August 16, 2016 Council at 7:00PM 

Cm Bixby  motioned to adjourn Tuesday August 16, 2016 at 7:00 PM with Cm 
Williams seconding the motion. 
 

  
 

____________________________ 
                 Mayor Mike McLaughlin 


